Minutes

Academic Planning Committee

May 5th, 2008

Last meeting of the year

Present: Tonelli, Buskirk, Boyer, Hadfield, Skelly, Lynch

Sophomore Threshold and Declaration of concentration:  The committee discussed methods for ensuring rising Juniors declare their concentrations by the Fall.  They will be reminded at their evaluations this Spring, and then will be told when they enter in the Fall that they have until the end of the add-drop period to declare.  They will sit down with their advisors for help in writing their Declaration of Concentrations form, and perhaps meet with the Associate Dean.  Next Spring students will attend a “Hey Sophomore” meeting in January, where they’ll be advised about declaring a concentration and the Internship process.  Advisors will work with them during preregistration in March and students will not be allowed to officially preregister without declaring their concentrations (if they are on track to finish 60 credits by the end of the semester).    

There was discussion concerning the possibility for flexible capstones for all concentrations. 
The importance of balancing diversity and choice in the curriculum with clarity and comprehensibility was urged.    The committee decided it was better to have flexible capstones for selected concentrations: Photo and Video, Animation & Interactive Media, Book Arts, and Self Directed with a special SDC in Fine Arts designation for fine arts transfers, returning students who started the FA concentration and others wishing to combine FA areas. 

The issue of whether the Self-Directed Concentration and the Fine Arts Concentration should be differentiated was discussed.  The committee felt that there could be a subgenus of the rubric Self-Directed Concentration, titled SDC: Fine Arts.  

Dept Chairs and the SFAS Coordinator (in consultation with relevant FA chairs) still should write up more specific prerequisites to ensure that students entering those seminars have a consistent level of preparation.   

The committee looked over the draft proposal for a Self-Directed Concentration & Sophomore Thresholds Coordinator.  This position need not go before faculty since it is an administrative initiative and not a teaching position.  The committee agrees that this is an important position and will serve a useful function in clarifying recent curricular changes for students and guiding sophomores through their decisions. 


The committee members will review the other SD documents (Information Sheet and Worksheet) and return their edits to Charles Boyer, who will compile them for the Dean’s office. 

The out-going Chair expressed hope that there would be some continuity on the committee next year.  On the agenda for next year will be the following: one-and-half credit courses; directed study vs. independent study; possible departmental reorganization; proposals for associate’s degrees or certificate programs, implementation of sophomore threshold self-assessment forms and possible competency check-sheets.
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