ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

MARCH 27TH  MINUTES

Present – Berry, Boyer, Burke Hadfield, Tonelli

INDEPENDENT / SELF-DIRECTED STUDY

Stacy Thomas-Vickory, representing the Curriculum Committee, joined the APC in a discussion of the Independent/Self-Directed programs.  We are concerned that Independent Study has been used in the past as a way of running an under enrolled course.   We see the necessity of having this option available in special cases but would guard against over reliance on it.

The APC recommends that the process for applying for an Independent Study should begin with a discussion between the student and his or her advisor concerning the shape and purpose of the study. 

The APC further recommends that there be a quota of available Independent Studies for each semester.  All proposals would be reviewed at a meeting of the chairs and ranked for approval.  To maintain flexibility, the Dean of Academic Affairs would maintain the ability to approve Independent Studies.

 The Independent Study program is an extremely important component of the curriculum.  It serves our highly motivated students by rewarding their commitment to artistic and intellectual curiosity with the opportunity to investigate topics or strategies outside of the range of courses that are regularly offered. 

ON LINE LEARNING

Ethan reported to the APC on the progress of the ad hoc On Line Learning Task Force.  The OLLTF has completed its mission and sent its report to the President.  It was well received.  John McVey will report to the faculty.  Presently there is no action that requires the APC’s attention.

ADVISING FOR THE NEW CURRICULUM

The APC recommends that we rethink advising students for registration and reinstate the advising day.  It’s an opportunity to gather the students, faculty and administration together on a single day.  In addition to outlining the student’s coming semester an all school advising day allows us to strengthen our community.  It could be one of the great advantages of our small size. How can we use the opportunity most effectively?

AGENDA FOR  FRIDAY 4/10 

Begin an analysis of  the implementation of the AVTF recommendations. (Scott will distribute copies of the AVTF report to the APC in the coming week.)

The Japan Program

Other?

A FINE TIME WAS HAD BY ALL

