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Certificate Programs
Certificate programs at independent art colleges—a comparative study

                              Total Credits  Total Courses  Required courses  Elective courses

Otis College of Art and Design, LA, CA

Computer Graphics



15

20 offered of 44 listed


Fashion Design


Fine Arts

  8

6 core

2 elec 
Illustration


10

8 core

2 elec

Graphic Design


16

12 core

4 elec

Interior Design

Photo


10

5 core

5 elec

Product Design

Textile Design

· some courses have “prerequisites” or “equivalent knowledge”

RISD (13 certificate programs, including those below..)


(Most certificate courses require 36 hours each.)

Drawing and Painting Studies 

378  hours

Children’s Book Illustration


471 hours

Web Design and Development

435 hours

Print Design Process + Production

504 hours

Advertising Design



453 hours

Digital Photography



432 hours

Corcoran College of Art and Design, Washington, DC (14 certificate programs)

Graphic Design

18

6

6

Web Design


18

6

5

1

Adv Graphic Design

18

6

4

2

Adv Web Design

18

6

4

2

Digital Imaging

15

5

4

1

Digital Video


18

6

5

1

3D Computer Animation
18

6

5

1

Botanical Art and Illus
18

12 cr*

6cr

6cr
Drawing and Painting

15

10 @ 1.5 cr
10.5 cr 
4.5 cr
Figurative Studies

15

10 @ 1.5 cr
7.5 cr

7.5 cr
Ceramics and Sculpture
15

10 @ 1.5
6 cr

9 cr


Interior Design
18

6 @ 3 cr

Jewelry
15

10 @ 1.5 cr
5

5

Printmaking
15

10@1.5
5 (7.5 cr)
5 (7.5 cr)

*Some courses are 3 cr, some 1 ½ cr, some ½ cr.

School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Post Baccalaureate Certificate program
One year, 6-8 blocks of studio art each semester, and one Visual and CriticalStudies (AH) course, plus Post-Bacc Seminar 

Individualized curriculum, may be across media or focused on one discipline

Note: our former student Allyson Simes, is featured as an MAT graduate. 

Minneapolis College of Art and Design, MN

Graphic Design- 2 year, 30 credit certificate program for working adults, offered evenings and weekends. Two courses offered in fall, 2 in spring, 1 in summer for two years. 

Maryland Institute College of Art and Design , Baltimore, MD


Jewelry   25 credits


Creative Entrepreneurship (graduate level 5 courses)
