
From: Academic Planning Committee (Formerly Curriculum-Vision Committee)

To: Faculty 

Re: PROPOSED SOPHOMORE THRESHOLD 11/01/07

The Academic Planning Committee would like the faculty to look over this initial outline.  We hope to include a discussion of the proposal on the agenda of the December 18th faculty meeting. It would be great if during the next week or two you could let us hear your ideas so that we’ll have time to shape the proposal and send out a revised version before the December meeting.  Thanks.  

We propose to identify the sophomore threshold as the Concentration Threshold.   The significance of achieving the 60 credits mark is that at that point all students must have chosen a concentration and they are within two semesters of applying for their Capstone (transfer students who enter as juniors would have their Concentration Threshold evaluation at the end of their first semester). The earlier evaluations are general reviews of the semester and a discussion of the students’ goals, their skills and the concepts they have encountered. The Concentration Threshold evaluation would focus on those skills and concepts that are germane to their concentration.

Our faculty has the experience and knowledge to offer students in any concentration valuable guidance.  There is increasing overlap among all of the concentrations. The Concentration Threshold can encourage cross-discipline critique.

We have designed the Concentration Threshold forms to closely resemble the current evaluation forms.  The student must complete of the Self-Assessment form and make copies for the panel. In addition, a copy of the student’s Declaration of Concentration form will be included in the threshold portfolio. 

The threshold is not intended to be punitive.  The purpose of the threshold is to give the student perspective as to how to proceed in their concentration.  It will identify the areas of strength and the areas that need greater development during the next two semesters.  In some cases the threshold may serve as a timely warning that there are serious issues that need the student’s attention. 

It is appropriate for panelists to suggest courses that would benefit a student. It is stated on the Self-Assessment Form that any recommended changes to the student’s course of study must be discussed with and approved by their advisor.

The Concentration Threshold will also establish a direct connection between these evaluations and the Seminar evaluations.  The student will understand that both their Concentration Self-Assessment and the faculty panel’s Concentration Evaluations will be included in the portfolio given to the Seminar Review panels.  The Seminar Review panels can refer to these documents for additional insight as they deliberate.

The Concentration Threshold will emphasize the transition from Foundation and the early explorations of the sophomore year to the unique expectations of the junior year.  The threshold will mark the period when the student assumes increased responsibility for progress in their concentration. It will require the students to accurately evaluate their strengths and weaknesses.  It will help them recognize the importance of creating a strategy and course sequence that will serve their specific artistic and educational goals. It will help them to prepare for success in their capstone.

Proposed Form 11/1/07

STUDENT EVALUATION FORM  

for the CONCENTRATION THRESHOLD REVIEW 

Student Name_________________________________________________

Concentration ________________________________Date____________

 Evaluator’s Comments:

In relationship to the STUDENT’S CONCENTRATION what would you describe as the student’s areas of strength?  

In relationship to the STUDENT’S CONCENTRATION, which areas need to be strengthened as the student progress towards his or her senior year?

In relation to the STUDENT’S CONCENTRATION:

How would you describe the quantity of work and the quality of exploration?

-much above level   -above level   -at level   -below level   -much below level

How would you describe the student’s understanding and use of fundamental skills?

-much above level   -above level   -at level   -below level   -much below level

How would you describe the level of conceptual quality of the work?

-much above level   -above level   -at level   -below level    -much below level

Recommendations:

Evaluator’s Signature______________________________________________________
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CONCENTRATION THRESHOLD REVIEW


SELF-ASSESSMENT EVALUATION FORM

Six copies of this completed form must be brought to the faculty panel at the start of your evaluation.

This evaluation is typically held when you have earned 60 credits. It is dedicated to helping you assess your progress in your concentration.  It will help you to identify both your strengths and those areas that need to be strengthened.  The faculty review panel will be interested in the courses and experiences that have helped you advance in your concentration. The panel will expect to discuss your plans to prepare yourself for a successful Senior Capstone and a rewarding future in the arts.  The faculty may offer suggested courses of study.  If so, talk over those suggestions with your academic adviser as soon as possible.

In addition to completing this evaluation form about yourself, your work and your progress in your concentration, please be prepared to talk about your work, your goals and your challenges for the next two semesters.  Instructors on your panel may not teach within your concentration, you should be able to explain your work to artists in any concentration.

The work evaluated must be representative of all of the studio courses taken this semester.  Present a variety of work from each studio course and any work that you created independent of class assignments.

STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT DECLARED A CONCENTRATION MUST DO SO AT THIS TIME; THEY WILL NEED TO FILL OUT A DECLARATION OF CONCENTRATION FORM AND WRITE THE ACCOMPANYING TEXT
Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Concentration__________________________________________________________________________

___ Fall Evaluation 20_____

___ Spring Evaluation 20 _____

1.  Please summarize your progress in your concentration.  What are the skills and concepts with which you are most confident?  What are the skills and concepts with which you are least confident?

2.  What courses have contributed to your progress in your concentration? How have they done so?

3.  How will you use the next two semesters to continue your progress and improve your command of your concentration?

(a) What specific courses will contribute to your progress?

(b) Is there an area of your concentration on which you plan to focus?


 (c)  How will Montserrat’s Internship Program, Mobility Program and other community service opportunities contribute to your progress? 

4.  Identify a contemporary artist, trend or development in your concentration that you find noteworthy.  Why?

5.  During the last year, did you work on any independent projects?  If so, do they relate to your concentration?

This Concentration Threshold Evaluation is an opportunity for input on your work and your preparedness for future development from a variety of faculty. Use this time to your advantage, it is meant to be an interactive exchange.  Please prepare at least 3 questions you would like to ask your faculty panel.

1.

2.

3.

