Memo
To:
Faculty

From:
Laura Tonelli, Dean

Date:
14 April 2011

Re:
Cornelia Endowed Faculty Development Award

We’re pleased, once again, to offer an opportunity for faculty professional development which has been made possible thanks to the generosity of Gail and Ernst von Metzsch of Manchester, MA.   Gail is a former member of the Board of Trustees of the college.

Awards from the Cornelia Endowed Fund will be given on an annual basis to one or more faculty to support innovative, high quality proposals for the professional development of Montserrat faculty.  Proposals can be for individual or collaborative projects or other activities that advance faculty’s teaching effectiveness and/or professional careers as artists. The award available this year is $1500.  All faculty, full and part-time are eligible for these awards.   

This fund is established by Gail and Ernst von Metzsch, in honor of Ernst’s mother, Cornelia von Metzsch.  As a young woman, Cornelia was able to have a university education and later married and raised a family of three children.  Her life completely changed during World War II when she escaped with her children to Australia from Indonesia, before Japan invaded the Indonesian islands.  She raised her children on her own, before it was fashionable and acceptable to be a single parent, and instilled in them the need for education and a love of the arts.  As a result, all three of her children are artistically talented.  This fellowship is established as a fitting tribute to her influence as a great educator and a loving mother.

Application forms can be found in the box located outside the faculty lunch room.  A digital copy has been mailed to your Montserrat Account, as well.   The Dean is responsible for forming a committee to review the proposals.  The criteria include funding a diversity of projects over time and among a broad range of faculty in various departments. The review committee will forward their recommendations to the President, who has the final responsibility of determining the recipient(s) of the Cornelia Fellowships.  Please send your proposals to Laura Tonelli by May 1st.  Contact Sharon McManus or me with any questions.
