Online Meeting

October 29, 2008    Room 202

In attendance:  Brian Pellinen, Betsy Hopkins, Jake Synder, Justin Gagne, Laura Tonelli, Rob Pyzalski, John McVey, Cheri Coe, Erin Dionne

MOODLE presentation:  Open Source format presented by Jake Snyder - IT

· Weekly, daily or monthly format – Important events

· Fairly easy to create courses that can be modified

· Jake spent about an hour to create the course

· Institutional ability – would it create a lot of extra work for IT? – hard to judge

· The faculty who would choose to try this out, would not be the ones who would take a lot of IT time.  At other schools, an entire department helps blackboard

· There are formats for quizzes , essays, multiple choice, lots of options

· Students could be a resource as well 

· Lots of documentation from MOODLE – free to start and tutorials 

BASECAMP presentation - Justin Gagne, MCA faculty using it now 

· Cute interface – inviting and interactive – modern day chat room – no prickliness

· Feels like student culture, more stream lined

· Should be transparent, as easy as checking emails, or researching on the web

· https://web-authoring.seework.com/login
· It does cost money.  Signed up for $5 per month

· Justin logged in – and provided a handout.  www.37signals.com/


· Connected internal MCA to external world.

· Benefit:  Industry is using this - wanted to mimic that world.  Clients feel like they are not talking to students anymore

Faculty / Student Survey  

· Questions to be reviewed 

· Student and faculty will both be part of the survey – move along quickly

· People read the survey not the intro email 

· College will get results from Betsy’s husband, site can be programmed in a day once we agree on the questions, should have answers back within a day

· Betsy will send a draft to on line group

· This is not about distance learning or revenue generating, it is about blended learning

· It can introduced that the College is interested in learning . . . 

· Did you know that some of your colleagues are teaching via the web?

Should there be a presentation to faculty before the survey?

People would see it and understand better.  Presentation could include some ideas – multifaceted approach.  Think about what distance and blended learning means.  It needs to be done at a faculty meeting – not as an invite, with some people who are champions and who are excited!  

Perhaps on January 26th – 9AM – presentation – exciting way to start the semester

Survey may raise their awareness – raise our consciousness 

Is there a wintersession course that it might be able to be demonstrated in?

Do some informal recruiting for next semester.

Action Items: 
Betsy and Cheri to put together survey questions to present at meeting



Brian P. to informally recruit faculty to implement some component next semester

Next meeting 11/12 at 11:30 in 202

